Village Life and the Labour Party today by unknown
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A ;~HUNDRED YEARS AGO an agricultural 
workert s life was very different from today. 
He earJ?.ed ro/- a week. There was no old 
age pensibn. If he were sick or unemployed 
there was parish charity, but no insurance. 
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There are shopkeepers and post office workers; 
there are teachers and motor mechanics ; there 
are artists and doctors, bakers and butchers, 
and-most numerous occupation of all-there 
are housewives. 
The Labour Party, which counts men and 
Neither he nor his wife had a vote. He women of all these crafts, trades and pro-
had recently lost his grazing rights on the fessions among its members, can alone repre-
commOn land, and there was no compensa- sent the village as a whole. . 
tion. Often enough he could hardly read or 
write, and there was no school for his children. Though the staridard of living in villages · 
. has been raised, Governm~nt and officials 
Of course, many families were happy have too often been urban-min·deq. They ·, 
enough-until someone fell sick, or unless have looked at the country from the week-
a man wanted to rise to a higher standard of enders' point of view. We who live there 
living. There was no margin for sickness, . seven days of the week know that fresh air 
no hope of a fuller life. and pleasant scenery does .not compensate 
Wetve made progress since then, though for lack of drains and water, for bad houses 
there's stil[ a long w~  .• to go. ·: and poor educational facilities, for an irregular 
bus service and inconvenient trains, for .. a 
. . 
Agricultural worker~ >have Unions which shortage of health services • . 
have fought for and won improved wages Country people, or rqther the majority Of · 
and status. Workers can no longer be 
country people, have suffered from all these deprived of rights witho4t any means of · 
. things because past Governments were more 
making their voices heard. ~-~ · d · h 11 d · · h · 
· · ·· . 1ntereste 1n t e we -to- o minority t an 1n . 
Villages have changed too. Tod~ ~ ... ~,~ey · .. the workers. Past ·Governments-Parlia- ~ .. 
consist of men and women of varying .. ~~stes : .._:~ ~ ment and the local Councils-were drawn · ~ .. 
and occupations, not all connected wjt¥i· the>.· almost entirely from this minority, from the 
. ""'· ._. 
countrysidets basic industry, agricultur~ .• . 1 : .. people who did not use the local bus because 
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they had their own cars, who did not know 
what the children were taught or not taught 
in the local school · because they sent their 
own children to boarding schools, and vv·ho 
· did not understand the daily toil of the house-
wife because they could afford to fit their own 
houses with water, drains and electricity, and 
pay someone else to do the housework, and 
who did not know what it means to be a 
panel patient . ... 
Now we have a Labour Government in 
power. The Labour Party will look to the 
interests of the majority, that is, the workers 
of the country, first. 
But WE WANT YOUR HELP ! 
It is not enough to sit bac~ and say the 
Government can get on with it. · 
The Labour Government, like all Govern-
I 
to 
they are not in sympathy with our Labour 
Government, they will not hurry to carry out 
its schemes. 
A year ago the Minister of Health, Aneurin 
Beyan, asked all Rural District Councils to 
go ahead as fast as they could to build council 
houses. After the I9I4 war it was houses 
for the rich that went up first ; this time, 
under a Labour Government, houses for the 
workers are to have priority. In July, I946, 
a year after the general election, -one Rural 
District in an eastern county had built 56 
cottages, while the next door council had 
built none, although its needs were just as 
great. That .council had stood still because 
it lacked the will to get on with the job. 
You can provide the spur. 
You can quicken the pace 
., 
ments, has to work through local authorities, . . .. by insisting that your district councillor 
visits the villages that elected him, to 
tell them what is happening; by electing 
through the County Council (for . the new . "\ ·' 
National · Health S·cheme, for schools and ~ 
other services), Rural and Urban District Labour representatives on all councils 
next time. Councils (for housing), · and Parish Councils,.·. . 
and these local authorities ·are elected by you 
.. 
and your neighbours. · 
Local authorities cannot defy the G~vern­
r:nent, but th~y can slow up reforms till . tney 
seem to, and spmetimes do, stand still. If 
• 
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·-. - Som~ of the blame for the slow progress 
and apathy of the past must rest fair and 
square on the shoulders of the people who 
voted ~or reactionary councillors, and also on 
those who didntt. bother to vote. 
... 
' 

Maybe they felt it was no use, that nothing 
would be changed, that the nobs would 
always win, and the working man could 
never afford the time or the expense to stand 
for Parliament, for the District Council or for 
the County Council, and that no one else was 
going to bother about his point of view • 
. 
The Labour .. Government intends to see 
that any working man or woman has a chance 
to serve his country or his county if he wants 
to. The working man's party has a fine 
majority in Parliament. We must see that 
in the next few years we have the same over-
whelming majority in the local Councils. 
So, if your Labour candidate was unsuc-
cessful last time, see that next time he or she 
has better support, better organisation and a 
clear victory. Begin to plan your campaign 
now. 
If you had no Labour candidate at your 
last District or County Council election, see 
that the seat is contested next time. 
If you are represented by a Tory (he will 
probably call himself non-Party) try to keep 
him up to his job-till you can get someone 
better ! Ask him to come to your Parish 
meeting and report on his work as your 
. 
representative. 
Rural authorities have been left too much 
in the hands of the '' Haves '' and too little 
has been done for the ''Have Nots." In a 
Socialist country such as we are building 
today, it is individuals that count, not income 
nor social status. Your district councillor 
and your county councillor should be in 
touch with all the people in the villages that 
elected him. He got his seat because of 
their votes. See that he keeps his seat only 
if he does his job properly, and if he repre-
sents the views of the majority. That means 
(I) that Labour candidates 
must contest every seat ; 
(2) that every voter must go 
to the poll, even zf it is 
snowing! 
If your polling stations are a long distance 
apart, ask the Returning Officer if he can 
arrange for more polling stations next time. 
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Last year I I County Councils returned 
Labour majorities. Others who had been 
100~1~ Tory (though they said they were non-
political) found themselves with a small but 
determined Labour minority. 
Vested interests are always hard to dis-
lodge. It is only by the combined action of 
the people that the power of the landlord 
who has modernised his own house but not 
his cottages can be shaken and the abuses of 
the tied cottage finally swept away. It is 
only by combined action that there will be 
enough houses for all and ''alternative 
industry,'' that is, a choice of employment 
for the workers as well as for the owners of 
industry. It is only when there is a Labour 
majority on every County Council that we 
shall get village schools equal to the schools 
in the towns. 
The Labour Party stands for EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY. And that doesn't mean 
uniformity. 
The Labour Party wants to level UP. 
We have at present the first Labour 
Government with power behind it, the first 
Labour Government with a clear majority 
over all other parties put together. It is 
pledged to provide and has taken the first 
steps towards :-
i 
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1: better Rural Houses 
With the nationalisation of electricity, 
country housewives may at last look forward 
to saying goodbye to their oil lamps. Farmers 
will be able to light their cow sheds and have 
power for their milking machines. 
Water, too, can never be supplied satis-
factorily by piecemeal methods, and the 
money aspects of providing a decent water 
supply in villages and the countryside have 
been difficult. But grants are now available, 
and we must see that progressive Rural 
District Councils are elected who will not be 
smothered by local inertia. Of course, the 
men who have their own private water 
supply laid on to their houses do not want 
to pay rates for a public supply. Of course, 
the man with his own electric light plant may 
not want to see pylons striding over his land 
to supply the less fortunate. And that is 
[ 6 ] 
why the inconveniences of many cottages 
have remained unchanged for . the last hun-
dred-or is it three hundred ?-years. 
We must see that the men and women 
who represent us on these Councils will think 
first of the people with the inconveniences. 
We know only too well the differences between 
the equipment of the big house and the lack 
of everything except darkness and damp in 
some of the cottages. 
Above all, there must be more rural houses 
up to the standard of those in the town. It 
is most satisfactory that the Labour Govern-
ment has given such a great lead to Local 
Authorities. With the assistance of generous 
subsidies, progressive Rural Councils can now 
go ahead until every family has a decent, 
well-equipped home. 
2: better Planned Countryside 
BETTER USE. OF THE LAND 
The Labour Party wants villages planned 
for the people who live in them, not for the 
profit of speculative builders. To do this, 
the State (that is, the Government and the 
Rural District Council) must have power to 
get land which is needed for essential pur-
poses. Progressive Rural District Councils 
use this power if landowners refuse to sell. 
Reactionary Rural District Councils are 
afraid or are too indifferent to use their 
powers. 
When land is acquired the Rural District 
Council pays a fair price. This question of 
compulsory powers is one which was never 
tackled by the Conservatives because they do 
not believe in power being in the hands of 
the majority, but only in the hands of a 
powerful minority. 
The Labour Party believes in land nationa-
lisation and will work towards it. This does 
not mean that a man who owns his garden or 
a couple of fields will have his property taken 
from him. It does mean that land which is 
not being used profitably will be bought by 
the Government at a fair price and used for 
the good of all men and women. There 
were already about 350,000 acres of Crown 
property before the war. Much of this land 
was leased to farmers who had the knowledge 
that so long as they farmed satisfactorily, 
their tenure was secure. There is more 
. security for the tenant of the State than there 
is for the tenant of a private person whose 
fortunes may change and who is not in any 
case immortal. 
Nationalisation cannot come all at once 
because there are more important problems 
to be tackled first. Coal has already been 
nationalised. Other industries will take their 
turn. 
Nationalisation means that the coal mines 
belong to US, just as the council school, the 
town hall and sometimes the village hall, 
belong to us. Before nationalisation, a few 
individuals owned the coal mines and lived 
off the profits, though they did not work in 
the mines themselves. It is the same with 
the land. Before the war, more than half of 
England, Wales and Scotland, was owned by 
I o/0 of the population. 422 peers alone (out 
of a population of some 45 million people) 
owned one-seventh of the country. Millions 
of people owned nothing. 
BETTER DISTRIBUTION OF 
INDUSTRY 
Many country towns and some villages have 
one industry and one alone. The Labour 
Party stands for alternative industry. Labour 
local authorities will encourage private em-
ployers to set up new works if these fit into 
the plan which has been agreed upon for _ the 
neighbourhood. 
One industry means one standard of wages 
and no choice for the employee. Alternative 
industry means better pay for the skilled man 
or woman, and a chance to match his interests 
and talents with his work. , 
3: better Education 
THE CHILDREN 
One reason often given for people leaving 
the country is that towns provide better 
education for their children. Under the 
1944 Education Act, Church schools, that is, 
the majority of village schools, must be 
brought up-to-date in their accommodation, 
and secondary education must be provided 
for all children over eleven. 
Some Tories want the kind of ~~rural biast' 
which fits country children for unskilled 
work only. The Labour Party wants all 
[ 8 ] 
children to have the best education the nation 
can provide, so that each child can develop 
on his own lines according to his own talents, 
whether he lives in a small village or in a 
!> 
large town. His education should fit him to 
take a job according to his taste and capa-
bilities, anywhere. 
Socialists believe in freedom of choi ce. 
They do not believe children should be tied 
to their birth place and certainly not by poor 
teaching. · Inferior education, which is only 
too common in villages today, should be 
eradicated. 
' ' 
. ' 
: 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
AND FARM INSTITUTES 
We need skill and hard work to increase 
production, and so to raise the standard of 
living. The war has taught us the value of 
science and that knowledge we must apply 
to food production, rural industries and to 
our homes. Slow laborious methods are not 
going to help restore the export trade, nor 
build up the home market, nor make for 
happy family life. We \Vant modern tools 
in house, factory and farm, and the training 
to use them. 
In the past, provision for agricultural and 
horticultural further education has been 
grossly inadequate, and it is hoped that there 
will be opportunity for considerable expan-
sion in the next few years. The Joint 
Advisory Committee set up by the Ministry 
of Education and Agriculture is at present 
considering the matter and their report is 
awaited. 
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ADULTS 
Education is a life-long process. Better 
primary and secondary education must go 
alongside wider educational facilities for 
those who have just left school and for their 
fathers and mothers. People want enter-
tainment and education-and there is no 
dividing line between the two-in their own 
villages. Films, lectures, drama, dancing, 
music and art, should all have a place in 
village life, for those who want them. 
So we must have more village halls, run 
democratically by an elected committee, and 
without the many restrictions about non-
party, non-sectarian and non-this-and-that 
from which many village halls suffer today. 
There must also be community centres 
serving a wider area providing the things 
which a single village cannot afford, such as 
a cafe, a stage with some scenery, a large 
lecture, concert or dance hall, and perhaps a 
swimming pool. 

I 
4: more for 
farmer and farm worl~er 
The future of farming must depend on a 
national food plan. 
Before the war a third of the children in 
the United Kingdom were underfed. Thanks 
to Labour pressure the Coalition Govern-
ment encouraged school meals and milk. 
Under the Education Act, milk is already 
provided free in all state schools and meals 
will be provided as soon as enough canteens 
have been equipped. 
Liquid milk consumption increased during 
the war. There was room for an increase. 
If everyone had as much milk as they need 
to keep them healthy, we would have to 
increase our milk supply by 65°/0 over our 
pre-vvar level. 
Thanks to rationing, milk now goes first 
to those who need it most-mothers and 
babies. During the war the working class 
districts of towns had more milk than they 
had ever drunk before. In fact, they drank 
as much as the rich districts of the towns. 
Rationing brought a fair share to all. The 
Labour Party considers it is just as necessary 
in peace as in war to see that every child is 
properly fed regardless of the father's income. 
The Labour Party is pledged to full employ-
ment. Before the war, employers knew that 
\ 
they could get cheap labour as long as some 
men stood idle, and some employers were 
more interested in cheap labour than in the 
problems of unemployment. The Labour 
Party, many of whose members know what 
unemployment means, intends to see that 
human needs come before private profit. 
Of course this does not mean that everyone 
will be in work every day of the year. People 
will change jobs, and there may be a gap 
between one job and the next. There will 
be gaps due to the switch-over from w~r 
production to peace, from one type of pro-
duction to another. And in spite of health 
services, there will be sickness. The social 
insurance scheme will cover these gaps and. 
ensure that everyone has enough money to 
buy food all the year round. 
The Labour Party intends to control 
prices. After the 1914 war the Tories took 
off controls and immediately prices increased. 
In U.S.A. where a capitalist government is 
taking off controls, the same thing is hap-
pening now. Rationing brought a fair share 
to everyone. Controlled prices means that 
food, clothes and household goods are within 
the reach of everyone. 
[ l l ] 
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5: better Health Services 
Country Districts have suffered before the 
wart and increasingly so during the war, from 
lack of district nurses, lack of doctors and 
small and poorly equipped cottage hospitals. 
There are not enough specialists in rural 
areas. Three southern counties in 1939 had 
no gynaecologist for women's diseases. In 
many country areas the nearest X -ray appara-
tus is too far away to be used by country 
doctors as often as modern science demands. 
The National Health Scheme will make 
available to the country wage-earner what 
has hitherto only been available to the well-
to-do townsman. When health centres are 
set up in rural areas they will bring modern 
science within reach of villagers. 
Remember that in spite of the Tory Press 
campaign, the majority of doctors are in favour 
of the National Health Scheme, particularly 
the specialists and the young doctors. Accor-
ding to a Gallup poll, 83°/0 of the doctors in 
the forces approved of the scheme. Over 
half the older doctors who were not called 
up approved of the scheme, and so did a very 
large majority of the general public. 
6: 
This is the true meaning of Socialism. 
Socialists believe in a classless society, in 
other words, that no one should have the 
right to the best jobs because he is born into 
a certain family. 
Before the war, a boy educated at any 
other school than a so-called Public School 
(such as Eton), had very little chance of 
climbing to the top of any profession. Out 
of 691 senior civil servants, bishops, judges 
and company directors, 524 came from public 
schools. There was little chance for the 
elementary school boy. 
In the present Labour Government, two-
thirds of the Labour M.P .s were financed by 
their Divisional Labour Parties. In other 
words, the local Labour Parties had chosen 
the man or woman they thought most fitted 
~~··· 
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( 
Opportunity 
to represent them in Parliament, regardless 
of whether they could pay their way or not. 
Out of 394 Labour M.P .s, I 50 came from 
manual working occupations, such as miners 
and railway workers. I 34 came from pro-
fessional classes such as teachers, doctors, 
lawyers and journalists. 
Twenty of the Ministers began their educa-
tion in elementary schools, and nine went to 
Public Schools. 
This Government is a truer representation 
of the whole nation_ than any government has 
been before. 
But we have not achieved equal opportunity • 
.. 
We have only taken the first step towards it. 
If we are to march on towards cur Socialist 
goal, we must make the effort ourselves. We 
shall not get there by saying '~ It's not my 
business. There's nothing I can do.~• 

We shall win through to Socialism : 
l IF workers get together. 
In r834, six farm labourers of the Dorset 
village of Tolpuddle were deported for seven 
years for attempting to form a Union. Some 
40 years later Joseph Arch successfully 
organised what is now the Agricultural · 
Workerst Union. 
In our own time, Nazi Governments have 
rigorously suppressed Trade Unions. But 
in Great Britain, _Trade Unions have grown 
from strength to strength, and better wages 
for agricultural workers and others, better 
conditions and greater safety are due to their 
activities. 
Men and women who have not supported 
their Unions have benefited from these 
· improvements, although they have contri-
buted nothing. But if they had joined their 
fellow-workers and worked alongside them 
fo~ better conditions, then improvements 
would have come sooner and the burden 
would have been shared by all, instead of by 
the few. 
We shall wi~ through to Socialism : 
2 IF we elect Labour representatives 
on Local Councils-County Council 
for Education and Health, R.D.C. 
and U.D.C. for Housing, in Parlia-
ment, for national and international 
. problems. 
The Labour Party has common cause with 
the workers of other countries. All over the 
world, workers want peace and a better stan-
dard of living •. The British Trade Union 
Congress took a leading part in the formation 
of the World ·Federation of Trade Unions, 
because ii· knows that these aims are shared 
by workers in all countries. 
We shall win through to Socialism : 
3 IF we make sure we know what is 
being done in our name. 
We dontt excuse other nations for being 
ignorant of their leaderst actions or crimes. 
Let us make sure that we are aware of the 
steps, forwards, backwards or sideways, that 
are being taken by our own elected represen -
tatives. So 
' Join 'Tour l lnion and work 
alongside your mates to better condi-
• tions. 
Join the Labour Party 
and help to build up Socialism. 
If you form a local Labour Party you will be 
able to invite speakers, you can organise 
discussion groups, you will be sent pamphlets 
on current subjects. You can keep yourself 
informed on local, national, international 
affairs. 
Most of us haven't time to read a lot. Here 
is a way of filling up the gaps in our knowledge 
and of helping the less politically-minded to 
make up their minds before the next general 
election. 
The Labour Party is still a young move-
ment with much to learn. While the founda-
tion stones-equality and fraternity-remain 
firm and unchanged, we have many experi-
ments tO' make before we can build a solid 
Socialist state. It is an adventure needing 
the intelligence, the enthusiasm, the training 
and the endurance which were called for in 
the Battle of Britain. Today, in the age of 
atomic bombs, we Socialists have to safe-
guard not only the people of Britain but the 
peace of the world. Come and help us in 
our fight for justice, freedom and peace for 
all nations. 
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